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INTRODUCTION

1. PRELIMINARY

THE SAMADHIRAJASUTRA, also known as CANDRAPRADIPA Siitra, is
one of the nine Dharmas of Nepalese Buddhism. It is held in high esteem
in the Mahiiyana School as embodying the highest teachings of Lord
Buddha both in Ethics and philosophy. The Chinese and Santideva
prefer the name Candrapradipa to Samadhirdja, while Prajiakara uses
both the names as if they were two different texts. Candrakirti invariably
uses the name Samadhitfja ag also the Tibetan translators who preserve
the full title in Sanskrit, viz., Sarvadhar bhd G pajic
Samidhiraja, From the introductory stanzas in the App. I (No. 1), viz,,
Stanzas 9, 10 ; and stanzas 1 and 2 in Appendix 1 (No. 2) which to me
appear as later additions, as they are actually omitted in Tibetan and
hencd not germane to the original form of our text, it would appear that
Candrcpradipa Sfitra, in its original form, was very voluminous, and only
a portion of it iy preserved in what is now called Samidhiraja @

g !

SRR TR AR
See also the colophon of Chapter 40. Of ecourse, this js a Iater tradi-
tion recorded in only one manuscript and not preserved in the Tibetan
translation. Al citations from Candrapradipa as given hy Santideva and
Prajiiikara, however, are found in the existing text of SamzdhirFja as
given in this edition. ‘The name Candrapradipa, 1 think, may have come
into vogue as the work enlightens Candraprabha Kumdra. The tradi-
tion that there must have been a more voluminous Candrapradipa Siitra, -
and the present text of Samzdhiraja contains only as much portion of
it as is preserved, still lacks support. On the contrary, there is an
evidence that the original form of thisSitra was much shorter than even
the form as preserved in Gilgit Mss, (circa 6th or 7th century AD.),
and even after the version as preserved in Gilgit Mss. there were further
additions made to the text of the Sitra. -

2. Tue PRESENT EDITION

The present -edition of the Samadhirija Shtra is based on the text
and foot-notes of Dr, Nalinaksa Dutt’s edition (referred to in margin
as N} contained in Gilgit Mss,, Vol. II, parts i-iii, 1941-54 with such
modifications ag they seemed to be mecessary in view of modern trends
in textual criticism, There was an earlier bufi incomplete edition
(Chapters I-1X ; XVIZXVIID) of this text published by Buddhist Texts
Society, Calentta, 1897, but it was no better than a manuxript and is
therefore ignored here. Dr. Constantine Ragamey published three
chapters of this'work in a critical edition (Chapters 8, 19, 22), and Dr.
Dutt adopled his text for these chapters.

3. THE MANUSCRIPT MATERIAL

Dr, Dutt utilizes three manuscripts for his edition ; C, the Gilgit Mss ;
A, collected from Nepal by the late Mm. Hara Prasad Shastri; and B,
coflected from Nepal by Hodgson. Of these three manuscripts, T con-
tains the shortest text and hence the oldest, but the manuscript is very
defective in thatl the folios are broken at several places, and the opening
and concluding folios (see our foot-notes on pages 1 and 296) of chapfers
1, 39 and 40 are lost. OF the remaining manuscripts, A is more legible



vin Introduction

partrcularly 1 prose portions by A and B betw

een 6th and 9th cen
tures AD
4 TIBETAN AND CHINESE TRANSLATIONS
The Tik~s-m 6=+ 4 o Pt otk n
Sansknt viz . . e . found
m Tanjur *° . |- . .

‘ - Ll b tentury
by Salendrasuuu, auu Unarmatasila It appears that thece translators
bhad before them the Prototype of Ms B which omuts some passages found
m the Nepalese ms A, suggesting thereby a ass chronology that C
which records the shortest verston 15 the oldest , next n order 1s B, and
the voungest 15 A .

As regards Chinese translations, there Is mention of three of which
only one 1s complete  This complete translation wag the work of
Narendrayasas of 557 A.D  Of the two ncomplete translations one by
Shih Sien” Kun was done betweeni 42079 4 d

authonty of Régamey, wag done by Ngan Shy
Dr P C Bagehy holds tha;

lation (of Narendraya§as) the work
pracdipasiitra,

5 THE Date or THE WoRrk

It has been saig above that the Gilmt ms, th le,
dates about 6th or 7th century on epxgmg;l)hxml m;enearheglt_havaxlab .
%umsﬁ trazxsll;uftg TOW 1o longer extanty g sarq AD 148

e will no ng to a
e 204 100 D" Dr Datt shys a5 0 this work the date
the present text to praf dvitiya anq trt; a
synods does not appear to me

Y3 gana means the three
correct by
tion of the date of the work as fixed abgftethls oes 1ot affect the ques-

6 THE Texr

1t 1s clear that even the text

g:gﬁsggrtest Thﬁncfh ntlhustﬁlx}save lg:esx?va;d ;rg;gl;::gssshés or pedest
iraja 1n why e first 12 gt

omitted 1n Tibetan were not md“dtr&za:;jmg tw:; £} bropes in B but
Evam me $rutgm, Candr: D) does not knos
use the name Candraprad;pa nOr Tefers to the stol dipn
hagl a bulgger vtguma of which Samz,
exclusively gp followmg him Prayakars (the latte,
x use the name Candrapxadxpa for the : ‘éﬁe ‘To me
Caim dtihz;t ﬁletn;]yth that Samidhmaja Is only a fry,
Somdzap ADp must have onginated after Cang utr sa

As Gigit g (C m foot nofes) hag

Several of yig f

the mIsSIng portion, had been Supplied ang Tightly 1by g;osDiﬁsoexdn
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MsS. A and B. For the last two chapters Mss. A and B are the only
sources available; and this does not nullify the authenticity of the chap-
ters, as a part of 39th is already evidenced by Gilgit M$. Similarly
haplog}aphiml omissions here and there have been filled up on the
authority of available sourees, viz, A and B. Dr. Dutt in his edition
has put all the portions missing in Gilgit Ms. into | ] brackets. I
have not retained the brackets in the present edition as it ohstructs quick
understanding of the text. - i

. 7. THE CONTENTS -

The text of the SamAdhirdjasiitra is divided into 40 chapters called
Parjvartas. In one Ms. the number of these parivarias'is 42, as the
parivarta No. 38 is divided into three parivartas (Kaya, Vak and Manas).
It is surmised that the original form of the Stitra was in verse; the
earliest Chinese translation seems to support this view, and that prose
portion was added later, Bul the practice of the age as evidenced by
works cutside Buddhist literature such as Carakasamhita indicates that
writers were in the habit of writing in mixed prose and verse, verses
helping to memorise the contents.  The subject-matter of this work is
the knowledge of a form of mental state or meditation based on the
equality, ie., Slinyatd, voidness, of all objects. This §ubg.ct is treated
in the form of question and answer. The questioner is Candraprabha,
a member of the assembly of Bodhisattvas amttending on Buddha, and
Buddha answers his questions. Candraprabha puts a number of ques-
tions (see 1. 1524). To these Buddha replies by saying that all the
qualities mentioned by Candraprabba can be acquired by mastering only
on~:

TR GRIT ERRIRET et T UERL o, afied, U ARt exer-
Dfmhrggd | ARt ¢ 55 FAN UNETE) FEeT: BiNray T wa R
SRERRYSRIRRI: 1., o7 5K 99T, P w1 edwdemmanmiv i am bt
ARy 1 ward § PUR SRR T qai: 2 agE SR A
|G ete. (page 4).

1t is followed by 2 number of terms down legdgdiwmmmgd T
g R wma g, which ¥s the stand as proclaimed by Buddha Tathagata.
The rest of the work is a further explanation and elaboration of this
theme. As this is a qywr g the method of treatment is exhaustive
and admits of repetitions time and again, The doctrine of w § v #-
wwaawis the doctrine of Stnyati, which in its turn is no other than

sfimagens I will thus be dear that this sitra was held in high
esteem by the Madhyamika School, and Candrakirg once calls it.
2 spdgafyauw wzis and quotes profusely from it. It may not
be out of place here if 7 * 1+ 4 T & T UT et -ty the gtand
of the Madhyamika < - . . . » wikavatara
which presents a mixt » » "% S stands, ~If
therefore we are asked " » * these two

siitras, I may say tha, - i e of the
evolution of Buddhist doctrine than the Lankiivatira.

8. CONSTITUTION OF THE TEXT -

“The difficulties of constituting the text of Samadhiriija are very great.
Dr. Naliniksa Dutt has tried his level best in constituting the same.
The mss. material js scanty, viz., the Gilgit Mss. (C), which has no
beginning and no end; MS. A gives the latest amplified text:; and
Ms. B, whith seems to have been the basis of Tibetan translation, The
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Chunese translations are always free renderings and do not help us much
1 fixwg the wording of Sansknt Texts 1n ther onginal forms, as has
been admutted by scholars hike Namjo Under these crcumstances, 1t
Is difficult to fix up the onginal form of an old Buddmst Siitra  To
wait for the availability of more MSS means to wait il cternty  In
the case of ttus particular siitra I may say that the discovery of the
Gilgtt Ms 1n 6th century Gupta script 1s atself the luchiest crrcumstance

We cannot get at an older Ms evidence It would have given us stull
hetter and more trustworthy text if Dr Dutt had followed the readings
of C barming those which are obviously corrupt, more systematically
thon he had done 1 have atteropted as far as possble to adopt read

1ngs of C 1n preference to those of A and B as will be scen on comparl-
son. between my text and that of Dr Dutt

Conung to the text of the Sltra as presented in thus edition 1
ke to pownt out that the 12 mntroductory stanzas in praise of the con-
tents of the sttra are clearly later additions and are of the nature of
Pratast: stanzas which scnibes add at the beginning and the end  Some-
times these stanzas happen to be ormtted in some Mss as in Tibetan
(compare the first u bered stanza in Lankivatara Suvarnaprabhisa
and Dafabhirika 1n Japanese editions) 1 have however, eschewed
from my text all passages not, supported by the unammuty of these MsS
and Tibetan translation to Appendix I, following the practice adopted
1n the case of the cntical editions of the Mahabhiirata and Ramayana

ta]u{xg at the same time the authority of available MSS as a sacred
rus

As regards the relative ch logv of prose p ges and
n verse the contents of which are either identical or similar, I hold the
view agamnst that of Dr Dutt that it was the fashion of the age to
write 1n prose and then give 1ts substance 1n verse mtroduced by phrases
like g 2Sv) wald, A A , A AIE gl WA, SR MTor g Mt atar-
o to hefp the memory and erstanding
7 It 1s not therefore nght to regard the prose or versified
portion as eather or later  The so-called difference in the language which
for proce passages accords better with Panmmian grammar than verses m
Buddhist 8itras 1 am to say that 1t 1s due to the exigencies of metre
as also to the popular dialect of Buddhist thmkers The language of
the versified portion in Buddhist Sansknt Texts as pomted out b
Edgerton, represents a phase call 1t a phase of Cathi-\halect Wm‘:
Rajendra Lal Mitra Buddhist Hybnd Sansknit with Edgerton or th
most inoffensive term Mized Dialect and s e canydansd, 20 2 % q
1;;;3; Lsssgselyl.éxecalﬁly fﬂ{ ;st g:)sf qésstlon has been very abfy Stl;dle;tg:d
w1 y gerton 1n his
lént, Vol 1 Grammar Vol Il Dictionary V01B¥?Fhllis\§d§l¥xg€l %S‘a“n.‘sd
E?inselitm Reader Yale Umversity 1953 and hence need not detzuy
%‘ on s main thesis that the language of these works 1s an attn ot
per] alps tmperfect to translate mnto Sansknt works from some e
popular language the name of which has not come e

rules
S pmed Sl e b TS S o
s0 also his teachings as the following passage 1¥1?i?cezgesmm hus audience
A, AT R 1
Fratfa 3arm FEmReRsh 2w o
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The language of Samadhxra]a, poth in prose and verse, is the same as
tep! resented by works of the class to ¥ hich it belongs, ViZa the nine
Dhannas of Nepalese Buddhism such as Llhtavxstara, Sa dharmapunda-
rika, Prajif paramitd, etc.

Darbhanga

Mithila Institute P. L. VAIDYA
5-2-1957 }
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After 10. 61, ABT read the following passage ( see page 3, foot-note Bk
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Before et in 16, 1, ABT read the following passage (see page 98,
footmote 1) :
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Before &7, ABT read the follwing passage ( see page 103, foot-note 1):
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After 17, 50, B reads the f.allowing passage { see page 111, footmote 2 ):
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After s in chapter 19, AB add the following passage (eee page 132,

footnote 5):
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Atter “sRe¥, AB read the following passage ('see page 136, footnote 4 ) :
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foot-note 1 )



EE) anfuasgy, |
a il | % 9 ARG
7 T W T g8 e |
7 §R 7 9 T el
gt ey R Bl 11 R3R 1
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After @@ &, ABT add the following passage (see page 218,
foot note 3 %
Teal FAR ARG agaend guRmaga Rl wged i
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 Prierain WA | 3 R AN e e
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TR R TR S | O B ¢ el R
NP W S e T
TR FEFEATARGENRAER] IR 1 TaTER e
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g Tl R R AP wwee) lbEd we et |
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No 28
After 34. 37, ABT add the following passage (see page 229, foot-note 3 )=
T WA, G TR0 GAREH -l R 3T, T,
gl Mgl g s s el gl
T PRIl 370 SRR | A A T e
AMPFTEARAL: | 3 Qg WAl Joul R A
AT e T TR B SR W

No.29

After 61 ( in chapter 35),ABT add the followi
e T R e following passage ( see
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After 78, ABT add the following passare ( see page 233, footnote 3 )t

TER T | 7 TR W IR R g
TR A PR e ¥ gReree L 8 9 st wmi
1 AR OF: s @ a oeaRe, Roer Reivh gl Bed-
PR e BT et swgarET -
TR SRR 87 R T 4 i —

No. 31
After 273 &, ABT add the following passage {sce page 233, footnote 7 )

Fur TaE T R e e
g dgmeEent: wEmEleT Briergd: warEeRel: s
wFFiRaREaRd A W SR | QR e
TR FR A Afdaen Ref w1
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Alter RTEA, AB add the followiog passage { see page 240, foot-notes 8 )z
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TPt et AREsIE It

No. 33
After 35, 79, ABT read the following passage  see page 247, foatnote  J;
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After e B, ABT read the following passage (see page 143, footr
note 5) ¢
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S Rdn s e

No.25 .
After f¥zem, AB 2dd the following passage { see page 147, foot-note 9)
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After 32, 191, ABT add tge following passage {see page 209, foot note 4 3
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After 35, 102, ABT add the following pasage (see page 250, inot no\el)
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After 35,106, ABT read the following passage {see page 250, foor note 33
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After rgraat BT read the following, passage, A mserting the same after
avenficen ( see page 254 footnote 2)
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NO 37
After ifa% 91 3 AB 2dd the folloming passage ( see page 287, foot note 8)
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N0 38

A substitutes the following passage for the portion beginming with & R
and ending in st 56 (see page 288 foot note 5)
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After 38. 78, AT add the following passage ( see page 294, foot-nate 1)
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